
Is an elder and/or lay preacher with pastoral 
rela3onship to this church willing to be 

authorised?

Church

Does this church have difficulty finding a 
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Does Church Mee3ng approve?
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approval

SPC Synod Office
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No
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No

Yes
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Yes
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DTA of SPC 

decision

Church 
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decision

Glossary
CM = Church Mee3ng
DTA = Development 
Team Administrator
DSO = Development & 
Support Officer
SPC = Synod Pastoral 
CommiMee

Notes
• Churches and not 
individuals apply for 
authorisa3on
• Normally up to 3 
people per church may 
be authorised
• Authorisa3ons are for 
3 years from January 
2018 in the first 
instance

Last Updated December 
2017 by Ministries and 
Learning

Discuss next 
steps with 

DSO

Wessex Synod Procedure for Authorisation of Elders and Lay Preachers as Lay Presidents at the Sacraments

Consider CM minute from 
church

Are the people named by the 
church in good standing?

Authorisa3on Granted by SPC

No

Have they received training?

Yes

Book on 
training
course

No

Yes

SPC feeds 
back decision 

to church 
with reasons 

if not 
authorised

SPC informs 
DSO of 

decision


	Canvas 2

